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Boren Ballroom Regents Room Scholars Room Associates Room Beaird Lounge

9:30–10 am Vendor & Book Sale Vendor & Book Sale

10–10:30 am Opening Session

Break

10:40–11:20 am

Session A 
Cults, Gangs, Cliques— 

Life on the Edges
Authors describe writing about teens 

who live on the edge of society, or 
make unpopular decisions about 

their lives.

Session B 
It Was My First Time 
(Getting Published)

Authors describe their journey to 
having their first book published.

Session C 
The Strangest Things We 

Learned
Find out the strange and 
interesting facts authors 

learned when writing stories 
based on true events.

Author Meetup #1
Jimmy Cajoleas, Kit 
Frick, Randi Pink, and 

Tiffany Schmidt

Break

11:30 am–12:10 pm
Session D 

But, I Never Get Asked That
Questions authors are never asked or 

wish they were asked.

Session E 
I’m Not Alone

Authors talk about fans’ reactions 
to their works and what it means to 

them.

Session F 
They All Did It 

Writing Mystery Stories
Authors describe how they 
write their mystery stories.

Author Meetup #2
Karen Blumenthal, 

Naomi Hughes, Scott 
Reintgen, and Melanie 

Sumrow

Break

12:20–1 pm

Session G 
Trigger Warning: 

Tackling Hard Issues
Authors share how they were able 
to write about issues that are not 

easy to solve.

Session H 
It’s Not All Just in My Head: 
Writing the Real World into 

Fiction
Authors talk about the personal 

responses readers shared with them. 

Session I 
The Art of Worldbuilding 
Creating a Sense of Place

How do authors build the 
worlds their characters inhabit? 

Visit with authors and learn 
how they do it.

Author Meetup #3
Donna Cooner, Dusty 

Crabtree, Danielle 
Ellison, and Neal 

Shusterman

Break

1:10–1:50 pm

Session J 
What Does the Heart Want?
Romance authors discuss rise in 

romance popularity even as fewer 
teens are dating.

Session K 
Q & A with Neal Shusterman
Questions and answers on Neal’s 
books and his career writing for 

young adults.

Session L 
What Writers Are Reading

What books are authors 
reading? Find out, and see if 
you want to read them, too.

Author Meetup #4
Tami Charles, Laura 

Sook Duncombe, Diana 
Peterfreund,  and Caitlin 

Seal

Break

2–2:40 pm

Session M 
“Girl” is Not a Dirty Word

Authors talk about writing books 
with female leads and breaking down 

societal expectations.

Session N 
Making Fans & Influencing 

Readers: Authors Are Fans, Too
Authors are fans, too! Come listen to 
authors talk about who influenced 

them and their writing.

Session O 
My Name is Ylspkay

How sci-fi and fantasy writers 
choose those fantastic names 

for people and places.

Author Meetup #5
Joelle Charbonneau, 
Mindy McGinnis, and 

Wendy Spinale

Break

3–4 pm Author Signing
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Program Schedule
9:30–10 am No conflict book-buying—Vendor Room

10–10:30 am Boren Ballroom—Opening Session

10:30–11:30 am Artist Alley 1 (come and go)

10:40–11:20 am

Regents Room—Session A
Scholars Room—Session B
Associates Room—Session C
Beaird Lounge—Author Meetup #1

11:30 am–12:10 pm

Regents Room—Session D
Associates Room—Session E
Scholars Room—Session F
Beaird Lounge—Author Meetup #2

11:30 am–12:30 pm Stuart Landing—Music Performance

12:20–1 pm

Scholars Room—Session G
Regents Room—Session H
Associates Room—Session I
Beaird Lounge—Author Meetup #3

12:30–1:30 pm Artist Alley 2 (come and go)

1:10–1:50 pm

Regents Room—Session J
Scholars Room—Session K
Associates Room—Session L
Beaird Lounge—Author Meetup #4

2–2:40 pm

Regents Room—Session M
Scholars Room—Session N
Associates Room—Session O
Beaird Lounge—Author Meetup #5

2:40–3 pm No conflict book-buying—Vendor Room

3–4 pm Boren Ballroom—Author Signing



Session Descriptions
Opening Session Boren Ballroom 10–10:30 am
Neal Shusterman will speak about his new book, The Toll

Session A: Cults, Gangs, Cliques—Life on the Edges 
Regents Room 10:40-11:20 am
Tami Charles, Donna Cooner, and Melanie Sumrow 
Moderated by Cheryl Shults, Oklahoma City Public Schools
Authors describe writing about teens who live on the edge of society, or 
make unpopular decisions about their lives.

Session B: It Was My First Time (Getting Published) 
Scholars Room 10:40-11:20 am
Danielle Ellison, Caitlin Seal, and Diana Peterfreund 
Moderated by Mary Hinson, Irving Public Library (TX)
Authors describe their journey to having their first book published. 

Session C: The Strangest Things We Learned 
Associates Room 10:40-11:20 am
Karen Blumenthal and Laura Sook Duncombe 
Moderated by Paige Dan and Mandi MacDonald, North Rock Creek Schools
Find out the strange and interesting facts authors learned when writing 
stories based on true events.

Author Meetup #1 Beaird Lounge 10:40-11:20 am
Jimmy Cajoleas, Kit Frick, Randi Pink, and Tiffany Schmidt
Sit down, hang out—authors will rotate every few minutes.

Session D: But, I Never Get Asked That 
Regents Room 11:30 am-12:10 pm  
Joelle Charbonneau and Wendy Spinale 
Moderated by Michelle Ferguson, Piedmont Public Library
Questions authors are never asked or wish they were asked.

Session E: I’m Not Alone Associates Room 11:30 am-12:10 pm
Donna Cooner and Mindy McGinnis 
Moderated by Molly Dettmann, Norman North High School
Authors talk about fans’ reactions to their works and what it means to them.



Session F: They All Did It: Writing Mystery Stories 
Scholars Room 11:30-12:10 
Jimmy Cajoleas, Kit Frick, and Diana Peterfreund 
Moderated by Paige Dan and Mandi MacDonald, North Rock Creek Schools
Authors describe how they write their mystery stories.

Author Meetup #2 Beaird Lounge 11:30 am-12:10 pm
Karen Blumenthal, Naomi Hughes, Scott Reintgen, and Melanie Sumrow
Sit down, hang out—authors will rotate every few minutes.

Session G: Trigger Warning: Tackling Hard Issues 
Scholars Room 12:20-1:00 pm
Kit Frick, Mindy McGinnis, and Randi Pink 
Moderated by Mary Hinson, Irving Public Library (TX)
Authors share how they were able to write about issues that are not easy 
to solve.

Session H: It’s Not All Just in My Head: 
Writing the Real World into Fiction Regents Room 12:20-1:00 pm
Jimmy Cajoleas, Tiffany Schmidt,  and Melanie Sumrow 
Moderated by Cheryl Shults, Oklahoma City Public Schools
Authors talk about the personal responses readers shared with them. 

Session I: The Art of Worldbuilding: Creating a Sense of Place 
Associates Room 12:20-1:00 pm
Joelle Charbonneau and Scott Reintgen 
Moderated by Latisha McKinney, Oklahoma City Public Schools
How do authors build the worlds their characters inhabit? Visit with 
authors and learn how they do it.

Author Meetup #3 Beaird Lounge 12:20-1:00 pm
Donna Cooner, Dusty Crabtree, Danielle Ellison, and Neal Shusterman
Sit down, hang out—authors will rotate every few minutes.

Session J: What Does the Heart Want? Regents Room 1:10-1:50 pm
Dusty Crabtree, Danielle Ellison, and Tiffany Schmidt 
Moderated by Leah Weyand, Tulsa City-County Library System
Romance authors discuss rise in romance popularity even as fewer teens 
are dating.
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Session K: Q & A with Neal Shusterman Scholars Room 1:10-1:50 pm
Neal Shusterman Moderated by Molly Dettmann, Norman Public Schools
Questions and answers on Neal’s books and his career writing for young 
adults.

Session L: What Writers Are Reading Associates Room 1:10-1:50 pm
Naomi Hughes and Wendy Spinale 
Moderated by Michelle Ferguson, Piedmont Public Library
What books are authors reading? Find out, and see if you want to read 
them, too.

Author Meetup #4 Beaird Lounge 1:10-1:50 pm
Tami Charles, Laura Sook Duncombe, Diana Peterfreund,  and Caitlin 
Seal
Sit down, hang out—authors will rotate every few minutes.

Session M: “Girl” is Not a Dirty Word Regents Room 2:00-2:40 pm
Tami Charles, Laura Sook Duncombe, and Randi Pink 
Moderated by Paige Dan and Mandi MacDonald, North Rock Creek Schools
Authors talk about writing books with female leads and breaking down 
societal expectations.

Session N: Making Fans & Influencing Readers: 
Authors Are Fans, Too Scholars Room 2:00-2:40 pm
Karen Blumenthal, Dusty Crabtree, and Kit Frick 
Moderated by Leah Weyand, Tulsa City-County Library System
Authors are fans, too! Come listen to authors talk about who influenced 
them and their writing.

Session O: My Name is Ylspkay Associates Room 2:00-2:40 pm
Caitlin Seal, Naomi Hughes, and Scott Reintgen 
Moderated by Latisha McKinney, Oklahoma City Public Schools
How sci-fi and fantasy writers choose those fantastic names for people 
and places.

Author Meetup #5 Beaird Lounge 2:00-2:40 pm
Joelle Charbonneau, Mindy McGinnis, and Wendy Spinale
Sit down, hang out—authors will rotate every few minutes.
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Lunch
Lunch may be purchased any time at the Crossroads 
Restaurant located on the 1st Floor on the south side of 
the building.

Signings
Signings will take place in the Boren Ballroom from 3:00-
4:00. Limited to three (3) books total from home and  
one (1) book must be purchased from OKTBC Official 
Bookseller Best of Books* to enter the signing line. (Keep 
your receipts accessible.) An Official OKTBC poster* may 
be used in place of a book. Three (3) items may be signed 
per author per trip in line. 
Photo opportunities will be decided by line volunteers. 

Meetups
Author meetups will work like “speed dating” and authors 
will rotate through groups in the Italian Lounge. This event 
is first-come, first-served.

* Any and all guidelines are subject to change. 
Books are available for purchase through Best of Books located in the 
Frontier/Heritage Room. 
Posters are available at the Swag Shop in the Governors Room.
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Vendors and Exhibitors

Thanks to Our Sponsors

LIBRARY SYSTEM

ofOklahoma
Department
Libraries

OKLAHOMA LIBRARY &
INFORMATION STUDIES 
STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Molly Dettmann
Rebecca and 
Billie Spence

Leah Weyand
Cheryl Shultz

Suanne Wymer
Adrienne Butler

Norman Public Library 
Central Makerspace

LIBRARY SYSTEM

Maker Mobile

Jaqueline E. 
Smith • Author

Amaris Art
Heraldale
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Thanks to the OKTBC Committee
Jenny Stenis, Advisor

Suanne Wymer, 
Budget Coordinator

Tara McCleod, Volunteer Coordinator

Emily Johnson, 
Middle School Partner Liaison (Tulsa) 

Shari McLaughlin and Sheri Henning, 
High School Partner Liaison (Tulsa)

Phyllis Magady, 
Vendor Relations

Hailey Carrell, Merchandise Manager

Chris Hennes, Videographer/Photographer 

Chelsea Mosley,  
Teen Artist Alley Coordinator

Kara Barrett, 
Graphic Artist

Danielle Ellison, Advisor

Thank You from 
Adrienne + Rebecca


